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Look for the head to find questions and activities for all to enjoy!   



 

What is Rogue Artists Ensemble?  

Rogue Artists Ensemble is a group of artists (also called an ensemble) that make 
HYPER-THEATER. Hyper-theater is a special type of live performance that 
combines lots of different ways of telling a story including using puppets, masks, 
special effects, music, video projections and dance. The Rogues like to make 
theater that celebrates the idea of a live performance and hopes to inspire you to 
create performances of your own. 

Rogue Artists Ensemble has four key values that are worth sharing!  

■ Collaborate: We work together as an ensemble and with guest artists, and 
encourage multiple viewpoints and everyone’s creativity. More heads are 
better than one! 

■ Invent: We invent original work and adaptations that push the boundaries 
of modern storytelling. 

■ Design: The way something looks and is built is key to creating the overall 
feeling of a performance.  

■ Impact: We impact a diverse audience of different ages through our use of 
new technologies mashed up with older traditions like puppetry and mask 
performance. 

 
Notable Moments in Rogue History: 

• 2001 – A group of undergrad students meet at the University of CA, Irvine 
Campus and start creating original plays together 

• 2003 – Rogue Artists Ensemble is formed (named for the Rogue Squadron 
from a certain sci-fi series) 

• 2005 – The Rogues move to LA with the 3rd show in our HYPERBOLE series 
– HYPERBOLE: epiphany  

• 2009 – We turn a graphic novel into a play and adapt Neil Gaiman and Dave 
McKean’s ‘The Tragical Comedy or Comical Tragedy of Mr. Punch’ 

• 2014 – HYPERBOLE: bard premieres, travels up and down California and 
up to the Oregon Shakespeare Festival  

• 2015 and beyond…. – The Rogues will premiere our PINOCCHIO project 
(for adults), bring our Zen Shorts performance to Portland OR in February, 
turn a collection of Japanese Ghost Stories into a site specific work in Little 
Tokyo (Fall 2016) 

 
Learn more about Rogue Artists Ensemble, classes we offer, school programs and our 
fantastic performance for mature audiences here:   
On the web - www.rogueartists.org  
Facebook – www.facebook.com/rogueartists 
Twitter - www.twitter.com/rogue_artists  



 

 
What is HYPERBOLE: bard? 
 

To understand what HYPERBOLE: bard is you first have to understand what a 
HYPERBOLE is.  

HYPERBOLE 

hy·per·bo·le [hahy-pur-buh-lee]  

noun Rhetoric . 

1. obvious and intentional exaggeration. 

2. an extravagant statement or figure of speech not intended to be taken literally 

Some examples: 

• It was so cold I saw polar bears wearing jackets. 

• I am so hungry I could eat a horse. 

• I had a ton of chores to do. 

Can you come up with three more of your own?  

1) 

2) 

3) 

 

Rogue Artists Ensemble’s HYPERBOLE: bard takes Shakespeare’s best 
moments, characters and poetry and twists them, turns them upside down and 
inside out, and throws in some masks, puppetry and live music to take you on a 
wild adventure with the greatest playwright of all times! We go to the heart of the 
Bard, sharing the joys, sorrows, and non-stop action that audiences of all ages 
and experiences can enjoy.  
 
 



 

CHINESE OPERA MASK 
(Blank Template)

copyright 2010 www.firstpalette.com

Before the show…. 
 
What three things do you think of when of you think of “Shakespeare”?  
 
 
 
 
What are four words you would use to describe Shakespeare and his 
work? 
  
  
 
Can you name six of Shakespeare’s plays? 
  
  
  
 
What are your six favorite characters that Shakespeare created?  
   
   

 
Draw Your Own Mask based on a character from Shakespeare’s plays: 
 
Character’s Name: 
 
 
 
 
Favorite Hobby: 
 



 

After the show... 
 
What do you think about Shakespeare now /  did anything change?  
             
             
              
 
How does Shakespeare connect to our lives now?  
             
             
              
 
What was your favorite character or moment in HYPERBOLE: bard? 
             
             
              
 
 
Getting Critical with Shakespeare 

Try these questions out and discuss with your group. 
 

• Do you think Shakespeare wrote all of the works accredited to him? Why 
or why not? 
 

• How would the English language be different without Shakespeare’s 
influence? 

 
• Why can we accept a genius such as Mozart but Shakespeare’s work is 

shrouded in controversy?  
 

• Although Shakespeare’s themes tend to be thought of as universal and 
timeless, sometimes they clash with our modern sensibilities. The Taming 
of the Shrew and the “taming” of Katherina is one of the plays that sparks 
controversy now. What challenges are there for making 400-year-old plays 
accessible and palatable to modern audiences?  

 



 

What Inspired HYPERBOLE: bard? 
 
During the show some of the characters and scenes will be an obvious literal re-
telling, while others might be more abstract. Through the development process 
we’ve had a blast paying tribute to one of our greatest playwrights, but nothing 
was off-limits and fun and discovering new connections has been our goal! 

 
Here are a few of the scenes in HYPERBOLE: bard and some notes about our 
inspiration (in no particular order): 
 
STORM STORM STORM: 
Plays – The Tempest (others?) 
Shakespeare used storms to shake things up in several of the plays. We thought 
it appropriate to start with a storm to shake up what you might think of 
Shakespeare by using an iPad and sampling our homemade storm. 
 
Ode to the Spear Carrier: 
Plays – A bunch of them…  
In every single play that Shakespeare wrote there is always that one character 
who has just one line. Like the red shirt guy in Star Trek whose sole purpose is to 
die, this is often a thankless role, but many times this character holds vital 
information. This is our ode to the under-appreciated actors who play these roles. 
 
The Iambic Pentameter Song:  
Plays – About all of them…  
We have to know what we’re saying and what better way to explain it than 
a song. 
 
Out Damned Spot: 
Plays – Macbeth  
What would’ve happened if Lady Macbeth had late-night infomercials for 
great detergent and access to psychological help? It may have been a 
completely different play. 
 
 
Hamlet and His Skull: 
Plays – Hamlet  
Our boy Hamlet, he’s under a lot of stress, seeing his dead father and 
seeing his uncle marry his mother. It is no wonder he has mood swings. This 
mashes up Shakespeare and an 8-bit aesthetic in a totally unexpected way. 



 

 
Romeo and Juliet 
Plays – Romeo and Juliet  
Young love. Sometimes it makes you want to die. This is our exploration of the 
absurdity of killing yourself for love. 
 
Ophelia, A Flower in the Wind: 
Plays – Hamlet  
Ophelia is often imagined in her oily form by painter Sir John Everett Millais and 
we’ve created a puppet mash-up combining Ophelia’s speech with the fragility of 
the flowers she describes. 
 
Falstaff / A Salute to Revelry: 
Plays – The Merry Wives of Windsor  
Life was so different in Shakespeare’s day and there was plenty of drinking and 
partying to help pass the time.  
 
Disguises: 
Plays – Twelfth Night, (other disguises plays?) 
Shakespeare used disguises all the time to help drive the plot, create comic 
moments and more. We’ve taken the disguises used in Twelfth Night to a new 
level…. Enjoy. 
 
Ode to Death: 
Plays – Hamlet, King Lear, Macbeth, and so many more!  
Shakespeare’s plays are full of death! So much death! In so many varied and 
ghastly ways, each one more bloody than the next. How many times have we 
seen the play end with a stage strewn with bodies or people baked into a pie? 
You get to see them all one more time. 
 
Our Final Line Jam: 
Plays – Lots!   
Here our play has ended… but that doesn’t mean we have to stop. Let’s remix 
some of our favorite last lines from Shakespeare’s plays and make a song. Won’t 
you join us? 
 
  



 

The Life and Times of Willy S 
 
What we know (and it isn’t much): 
 
Shakespeare was baptized in Stratford-upon-Avon on Wednesday, April the 26th, 
1564. (Sadly we don’t know his real birthday but are pretty sure it was in 1564.) 
 
At age 18, Shakespeare married the 26 year old Anne Hathaway, who gave birth 
to their daughter Susanna just 6 months later. Scandal! 
 
We know Shakespeare was a theater producer and had his own theater 
company which was common for producers at the time.  
 
Shakespeare invented over 1700 words, some sources say 2200, including 
auspicious, road, coldblooded, countless, laughable, eyeball, and savagery. He 
used 17,677 words in his collected works. 
 
#MYSTERIES  
 
There was a period of seven years (1585-1591) after the birth of his twins, 
Hamnet and Judith, where no written record of his life exists. These are known 
as “the lost years.” One theory is that he was in hiding for poaching deer… 
 
Starting about 150 years after his death, ‘experts’ started to question if 
Shakespeare even wrote all the plays attributed to him. In some scholarly 
circles, people believe Shakespeare’s contemporaries such as Christopher 
Marlowe, Francis Bacon or Edward de Vere, all men with more education 
and literary background, were the true authors of the plays. 
 
We think Shakespeare wrote 37 plays (some say 38), 154 sonnets, 2 long 
narrative poems, a few other verses and had some collaborations. 
 
Learn more about Iambic Pentameter: 
 
Shakespeare’s language can be a bit intimidating, so it’s good to know how 
to break it down. He wrote primarily in a poetic form called “blank verse,” 
which was mostly comprised of Iambic Pentameter. In IP, lines of verse are 
made up of 5 poetic feet called iambs. An iamb has 2 syllables, with the 
emphasis on the second syllable 
 



 

da-DUM da-DUM da-DUM da-DUM da-DUM 
 
“But SOFT! What LIGHT through YON-der WIN-dow BREAKS?” - Romeo  
 
Shakespeare also uses prose, which simply means he is not writing in verse.  
 
“Here’s a knocking indeed! If a man were a porter of hell-gate, he should have 
old turning the key. Knock, knock, knock” - Porter 
 

Shakes Challenge Question:  
What do you think it means if a character is speaking in verse?  Prose? What 
effect does it have on how the character is perceived in the play as well as by the 
audience? How does Shakespeare use verse and prose to create character? 

 

Activity: These plays were meant to be heard, not read!  
Take this passage of Shakespeare’s text and read it out loud. Now read it 
out loud while moving around a room, changing direction every time there 
is a comma, semi-colon or period that indicates a change of thought for the 
character. How does that change the experience of the text for you? 
 
HERMIA: Oh me! You juggler! You cankerblossom!  
You thief of love! What, have you come by night 
And stol’n my love’s heart from him? 
 
HELENA:     Fine, i’faith! 
Have you no modesty, no maiden shame,  
No touch of bashfulness? What, will you tear  
Impatient answers from my gentle tongue? 
Fie, fie, you counterfeit! You puppet you! 

Shakes Challenge Question: 
What clues do we get from the text from how it is actually written on the page? 
Why do you think Helena’s first line is written starting far right? What effect if any 
would this have on the delivery of the line or pacing of the scene? 



 

Shakes Word Search: 
 

 
 

Draw a face on Hamlet: 
 
This guy; he’s up he’s down, happy, sad, contemplating suicide and fighting for 
his kingdom. His expressions may be fleeting, but here we have the opportunity 
to capture two of his many moods. 
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Shakespeare Insult Battle: 
 

Choose one word from each 
column to create your own 
Shakespearean insult 

Henry IV Part 1 
“Thou clay-brained guts, thou 
knotty-pated fool, thou 
whoreson obscene greasy 
tallow-catch!” 

The Taming Of The Shrew 
“Come, come, you froward and 
unable worms!” 

Troilus and Cressida 
“Thou crusty batch of nature.” 

As You Like It 
“Thou art like a toad; ugly 
and venomous.” 

Henry IV Part 2 
“You scullion! You rampallian! 
You fustilarian! I’ll tickle your 
catastrophe!” 

Richard III 
“Thou lump of foul deformity!” 

The Taming of the Shrew 
“You peasant swain! You 
whoreson malt-horse drudge!!”  

Artless 

Bawdy 

Bootless 

Churlish 

Cockered 

Craven 

Currish 

Dankish 

Dissembling 

Errant 

Gleeking 

Goatish 

Gorbellied 

Infectious 

Lumpish 

Mammering 

Mangled 

Mewling 

Paunchy 

Puking 

Rank 

Roguish 

Saucy 

Spongy 

Surly 

Villainous 

Wayward 

Bat-fowling 

Beef-witted 

Boil-brained 

Clay-brained 

Crook-pated 

Dizzy-eyed 

Doghearted 

Dread-bolted 

Earth-vexing 

Elf-skinned 

Fat-kidneyed 

Fen-sucked 

Fly-bitten 

Fool-born 

Guts-griping 

Hasty-witted 

Hell-hated 

Ill-breeding 

Knotty-pated 

Milk-livered 

Onion-eyed 

Pox-marked 

Rough-hewn 

Rump-fed 

Swag-bellied 

Tardy-gaited 

Toad-spotte 

Boar-pig 

Bugbear 

Bum-bailey 

Clotpole 

Coxcomb 

Codpiece 

Death-token 

Dewberry 

Flap-dragon 

Flax-wench 

Foot-licker 

Haggard 

Harpy 

Horn-beast 

Lewdster 

Lout 

Maggot-pie 

Malt-worm 

Miscreant 

Moldwarp 

Nut-hook 

Puttock 

Ratsbane 

Scut 

Strumpet 

Vassel 

Wagtail 
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Shakespeare’s Crazy Crosswords 

Eliza Hopper 
Education Intern 

Folger Shakespeare Library 
 

      1         2       3             
      4                               
  5                                 6 
                                      
                                      
7                     8               
                                      
9             10           11           
              12                       
  13                                   
                                      
    14                                 
  15               16                   
      17                               
                                      
              18                       
                                      
19                                     
                                      
    20                    

 
DOWN  

1._____, The Dane 
2. Shakespeare's Most Famous 
Theatre in London 
3. Who says, "Double, Double, Toil, 
and Trouble" in Macbeth? 
5. City in Italy in which Shylock 
lives 
6. Ninth Night, Tenth Night, 
Eleventh Night... 
10. Hamlet's Girlfriend 
15. Shakespeare's First Name 
16. Tired, Bitter, Old King with three 
daughters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ACROSS  

4. "All the World's a Stage"- 
Name that play! 
7. The _________'s Tale 
8. Girl in Much Ado About 
Nothing who fakes her own death 
9. Romeo's Best Friend 
11. Romeo's Love 
12. Mischievous Fairy in A 
Midsummer Night's Dream 
13. The Scottish Play 
14. The Moor of Venice 
17. Queen of England from 
1558-1603 
18. A city in which Two 
Gentlemen live 
19. Hal's Best Friend who is a 
fat, cheerful Knight 
20. The Works of Love is Gone 


